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MEETINGS - WHERE & WHER 


AMIGA MEETING: Sunday Sth July 1987 (1pa - Spm) in the Playground & Recreation 
Association Headquarters Bullding in Love Street, Spring Hill. } 


423 Talks on AMIGA BASIC and *C" an) 


Aniga Library open fron 1.30pm - 2.30pn. 
Bring your own computer eau nent to copy our Public Domain Disks! 
Opportunity to purchase Blank Disks and other Accessories. 
For further infornaation: Ph. Steve HcNamsee - 262 1127 (a.h.), or 
. Ph. Bruce Wylie - 359 9779 (a.h.) 


8-BIT MEETING: Tuesday 7th July 1987 in the Bardon Professional Developsent.Centre in 


_390 Sispsons Road, Bardon. ; 
Entrance through the Car Park in Carwoola St. 


Doors open 7pn (library), Heeting starts at 6pn sharp. Library closes at 9.30pn. 
 wtbaat A closer look at Super Script on the C-64 and C-128 neten 


For further information: Ph. Norn Chambers - 341 5651 (a.h.) 


GuOlO Disease SERVICES 


BLANK DISKS 5,25" (DS/DD) - $12.00 per 10 (# $2.00 Fostage) - {Ko Libr. Case) . 
DISK BOXES (hold 90 $,25" disks) - $20.00 ea (+ $5.00 Postage) 
PUBLIC DOHAIN DISKS FOR AHIGA 3,5" - $6.00 ea (+ $2.00 Postage for up to S Disks) 


~ BLANK DISKS FOR AMIGA 3,5" - $40.00 per 10 (+ $2.00 Postage) - [No Libr. Casei 


DISK BOXES for 3,5" disks: Teaporarily Unavailable 


“AHIGA DOS SUMMARY" - $3.00 e3 (+ $1.00 Postage) 

AHIGA SPECIAL PRINTER CABLE - $25.00 

ADDRESS LABELS (23 x 89 ma) - $14.00 per 1000 

RIBBONS for HPS-1000, GX-80, LX-80 PRINTERS - $8.00 ea (+ $1.00 Postage) 


podeer Gh = At2r ,” 









ADDRESS all orders to P.O. Box 274 - Springy 





PEOPSUVOGO NCCE RCAEMEREAY ESTE ESTAD REM KOS TOE RE ALTA RETR ECR PETES RET ETE RASTA R EATER ORES 
It is Kembership Renewal Time Again! 
Please help our hard working Secretary and Treasurer by returning your menbership 


dues BY MAIL as soon as possible after receiving your bill, This little festure on 
your part will save both gentlemen many grey hairs. Thank you in advance. 


GESRRTHE EAH RAA RETR E DART ER RE REET E LEGA ERT ERATE RPT E METRE EP EREDAR ORES 
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EDITOR'S WOTES 


Velcoma to the very first issue of the separate Amiga Edition of "CURSOR". 


By ee up our newsletter in both an 8-bit edition and Amiga edition we ho 

e to serve the Interests of both groups In a more satisfactory manner. This 
has increased ny workload dramatically and for that reason I will rigidly enforce the 
dead|ine for material for each issue, which {5 the FIRST TUESDAY OF THE HOXTH. 
Any aater{al received after th{s date will have to wait for another sonth.. 

Aatga owners will automatically receive this edition, but 1f you vould also Itke 
to recelye a copy of the "8-bit edition® we will have to charge you an extra $6.00 
annually to cover our.extra costs. Please forward your request (and cheque) for same 
to our Secretary Nora Chaabers, c/- P.0. Box 274 {n Springvood, 4127. 

Essentially | will retain the sane format a3 used in the 8-bit edition, because It 
seens to be working reasonably well. Thus you will find a: 


Heetings Page, conbined with "Goods & Services” 

Editors Notes 

Random Bits (That's all the odd bits of Information and gossip!) 
Reviews (Hardware and Software) 

Disk Library (Description of the latest Public Donain Disks) 
Bytes (Cosputer related ads from neabers ~ Free of Charge!) 

Hall Box (That! s where you do your bit!) 

BBS Information 

Book & Hagazine Library News 

Directory (of C.C.U.G.Q office bearers) 


Conbined with your Input ve should be able to aake this edition every bit as 
Successful as {ts 8-bit counterpart. Initially I'll be using quite a bit of aaterial 
published by other Users Groups - after all why re-invent the wheel. As you obviously 
don't vant to read san te i GRRIOns by Steve McNamee and the undersigned only, nay | 
Suggest that you glve soue thought to contributing your bit to this newsletter? Not 
Only will ve be tooking for articles, but also letters for our Hall Bor section. And 
we are looking for articles at every level of expertise, fron Beginners to Experts. 
Don't be afraid If your writing style isn’t too hot. It Is ay job as editor to knock 
articles received Into shape, so no excuses about style or spelling! : 

Now that our new Bulletin Board is eee eae it {s also possible, if you own 
a modem, to upload files to the board. I’ve already started to put a few messages in 
the Aniga Hall Section, and we hope for contributions from al] Aaiga Modem owners. Oh 
yes, our BBS phone nuaber is (07) 395 6725. q 

Vell, vith your help we should be able to nake a grea success out of this new 
Aniga Edition of CURSOR. hai anes that | am always open to eran on i{uproving 
this newsletter and ve also Iike to hear from.meabers who are looking for information 
On specific topics. This is YOUR newsletter, so aake the best of {t! 

In this issue we reprint an article about the history of the Amiga - we think you 
vill f{nd {t Interesting, As 1t came from an overseas bulletin board It’s fe "ag 
ig’, because [| wasn’t prepared to ree the whole article! We also like Harvey 
Riddle’g article on his first two months with his Amlga - quite fascinating what some 
people do with their computers! I’ve devoted a few qe to the new fonts which ve 
recently received from *A & J" in the States. And don’t forget to read about wy ASQ 
In the 'Randoa Bits’ colusn! 


Ralph De Vries 
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COMPUTER 


PARCOM PTY.LTD. 


i WHITES HILL SHOPPING VILLAGE 363 BAYSWATER ROAD 
SAMUEL STREET - CAMP HILL - 4§52] GARBUTT - TOWNSVILLE - 4814 
Ph, (87) - 375 22Il Ph. (877) - 774 888 
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WARRANTY 
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OW AVAILA 


50.00 PER ANNUM _ PROFESSIONAL 
REPAIRS AND 
PRODUCT SUPPORT 
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ALL WORK CARRIES OUR 90-DAY WARRANTY! 
SEE US FOR EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE! 
SPECIAL RATES FOR USER GROUP MEMBERS! 
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RANDON BITS 


AHIGA KEETIHG (3lst Kay) 


The last neeting at the Hilton rooms (thank the Lord!), and some fifty menbers 
attended. Yes, some aenbers even brought thelr-own table to house thelr gear. The: 
keenness for you! Fortunately this {s hopefully all behind us because, as you she: 
have read by nov, we are moving (back) to the Playground & Recreation Assoc{atlon 
Bullding in Love Street, ape Hill. Remeaber there’s NO weeting on the last Sun 
{n June. Froa July all our mee te will be held on the First Sunday of the Month 
(Lpa - Spm) in the new premises. To find the new eae is very sisple. If you 
approach Love Street from St. Paul's Tce just look for the last bullding on your 


left. The building {s set {n its own grounds. 


ave a deno of the UK sade "GENLOCK 8600" (sade 
avaflable by courtesy of Computer ee [n-Bundanba). The Genlock Is that Interest 
device hitch allows you to alx the graphics and sound of the Aniga with the loage 
and sound fron an outside source like a television set, a VCR, or a Laser Disk 
layer. The Engl{sh nade Genlock appears to offer substantfally aore features. tha: 
the Anerican nade Genlock (see le in Congzodore Seay International Apr.87 
Issue), but at sone $1500.00 we cannot gee aany people rushing out to buy {t for 
occas{onal use. For professional useage though it aay well be a good {nvestoent. 


At this neeting Lester Bennett 


74(!) and Aaicus ‘Disks up to No.16, so there's pl 
ext aeeting. As Steve HcNamee sald, “by our 


Fish Disks are now up to No. 
y up to Ho. 30". We wouldn't be at all surpris 


of new aaterfal to copy at the n 
oeeting the Fish disks will probabl 


_ NEW PRINTER? 


rts Comaodore showed a new (colour?) dot-natrix printe 


A d 0 
ccotd{ng to recent rep ot any details? 


_the Hanover Fair in Harch. Has anyoody dei prtuvers which COM is supposed 


And vhat hag ar ree to the range 0 


distribute now? Perhaps under the category ‘Vapour Ware’? 


[VE GOT AX ASQO! : 


Soset{ decided that | should upgrade ay Alga sound output. | purchase 
alr al "aT bac shelf speakers for 1120.00, but Han't feel prepared after - 
! deal of noney on aaplifier. To cut a long story shor’ 


expense to spend a great 
' paitetd a Sct Wand HHV aapliffer advertised in the Trading Post for $75.00, vw: 


su{ted sy purpose adu{rably. [t has been sitting quietly on a shelf above gy conp: 
fe when required. However the other day while busy coversing on 
the shelf decided to depart fros the vall, and as a re: 


telephone with our Syso 
: Nifter landed on ny nonitor! Expecting the vorst, [| refdst, 


the above nentloned aap 


the shelf with the necessary re-Inforcements, put auplifier and speakers back 


place and turned the lot back on in hope and tears. Well, fortunately everyt} 
vorked just fine (apart froa a dent In a speaker grille and a scratch on ny 10! 
but only then did | make ny big discovery (walt for It): My HMY stereo H: 


. amplifier Is model no. ASOO! So now [ can claim to be the only Brisbane owner of 


ALO00 and an A5SQO! 


“2 


_ SITTER - RID 


People who use their Amigas in Hi-Res modes know that aft 
screen flicker drives you crazy, or fives you &@ headache. Ne ie ecet eescets tat 
inythe ues there's a product called Jitter-Rid', vhich {s a screen that fits over 
the front of your Bonitor, thus reducing (not ellninating altogether) the screen 
Sch emenemcost Oy this screen In the USA is just under $20.60. Ve have heard 
prices: Can anyonay onvire Fiueh pesqingerting these and seliing then at ezorbitant 
fron the States? Let us hear your oe it would be possible to {uport a bulk lot 


= 





“YOUR NEW COHPUTTR IS CREAT, FRED!.... AND YOU SAY YOU USE 
YOUR OLD ONE FOR COMPUTER - CONTROLLED YENTILATION?.” ; 


]KFORHAT 1 0X 


' 

Every second month or so the English magazine 'Comnodore Computing International 

has a 50-odd page Aniga supplement.-In the April ’67 Issue there’s a review of at 

English version of the PAL bentoey (mode] 8600), as well as a very interesting an hat 

highly critical look at the Auiga Games scene, where somebody has put in writing ¥"a 

sone of us have been saying for some time now, namely that most ielad anes are A 
soe port-over from 68-bit machines and in most cases not all that dak wore 

apressive. Well worth looking out for at your local newsagent, 
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. : 
by B.J. Kical | 


PART 1 = The Rise and Fall of Amigs Computer I[nc. 


@€ana wad gaug ease wuta Wega sa sagas sunuuscuna gues 


The Early Days . 
Amiga Computer Ine. had Its beginnings. strangely enough, RJ began, 
yeith the idga of three Florida doctors who wed « soare $7 million to invest. 
They thought of opening a department store franchise, but (a3 RJ said) 
they wanted to try something a bit more axciting. So they decided to 
slart ea computer company. “Yeah, that*a itt A computer company! 


That's the ticket! :-)” ‘ > 
a \ 


They found Jay Hiner, who was then at Atari (boo hiss) and Dave Xorse, r 
the VP of sales (you can see thelr orlenteatlon right off...) they . ts 
lifted from Tonka Toys. The {dea right from the start was to make the 
most killer game box they. could. Thot was It, and nothing more. : 
However Jay and the techies had other Ideas. Fortunately they 

concealed them well, 30 the upper management types still thought they 
were just getting a g/ it came lexically before Apple didn't hurt any elther. 


Id RJ. 


they could g¢t a machine out the door, they wanted to 
‘which would give them an established name 

—-‘keep thinking “game machine” — which they 
software that they bought the rights to 


from other. vendors. Princlpal among thease was the Joybosard, a sort of 


yoystick that you stand on, and you' sway and wiggle your hips to control the 
They had oo 3ki game of course, end some t 


However before 
establish a “market prasence' 
end some distribution channels 
did by seiling perlpheroals and 


switches under the base. 
track & (leld typos games that they sold with this Joyboard., 
But one game thea folks at- Amiga Inc. thought up themselves was the Zen: “', 


Heditatlon game, where you sat on the Joybosrd and tried to remain 
perfectly motionless. This was perfect relaxation from product 
development, a3 well a3 from the ski game. And in fact, this is where 
the term Guru Heditation comes from; the only way to keep sane when 
crashes alt the time Io the ol’ Joyboerd, The execs 

out the Guru, but the early developers, 

and «ery they Wed bo put [t back In right away. 


— eee eee Ul 


your machine 
tried to get them to take 
pdleas ‘am, raised such & hue 


When RJ Interviewed with Amiga Computer.(he had been sat Willams) In 
July 1983, the retell price target for the Amiga was $400, Perfect 
foe a killer game machine. By the time he accepted three weeks later, 
the target was up to $600 and rising fast. Partly this was due to the- 
battom dropping completely out of the gama market; the doctors and the 
execs knew they hed to have something more than ‘just another game box 
to survive. That's when the techies’ foresight In deslgning In 
everything from dlioak controllers to keyboard (yes, the orlginal 
original Amiga had NO KEYBOARD), ports, and disk drives began to pay off. 


- 


The axclting part of the Amiga's develqpment, In & way Its adolescence, 
that magical time of lo33 of Innocence and exposure to the beautiss and 
crueltties of the real world, begen a3 plans were made to Introduce |, 
pecretiy of course, at the winter CLS on January 4th, 199447). 


» 

Ndolescence F p 
The softwore wax dona ton days before the CES, and running fine on 

the simuletors, Unfortunstely uhen the hardwore was finally powered 

vp several days Jater, (surprise) it didn't match its simulations. 

This hardware, of course, was still not in slillecon. The custom chips 

were In fact large bresadboards, pléced vertically around o central ; 

core and wired together round the edges Like a Cray. Each of the three 

custom “chips' had one of theses towers, each one 2 mass of wires, 

According to RJ, the poth leading up to the first Amiga breadboard, with 

its roll-out antistatic flooring, the antistatic walls just «ide enough 

*part for one person to fit through and oll the signs saying Ground Thyself, 

made one think of nothing so much 55 an sitar to some technology god. 


Ather working feverishly right up to the opening minutes of tha CES, 
tncluding most everybody working on Christmas, they hod «a working 

Amiga, still in breadboord, at the show in the booth in 8 special 

‘nclosed gray room, so they could give private demos. Unfortunately 

'f you rode up the exhibit-heall escalator and crened your neck, you could 
see Into the room from the top. 


he Amige was, RJ reminisced, the hardest he or most anyone there had 
ver worked, “We worked with a oresat passion...my most charished 
emory ts how much we cored ebout whet we were dolng. We had 
omathing to iprove...s real tove for it. We creajed our omn pseonse of 
emily out there.”. 


fter the first successful night of the CES, ot! Nhe marketing guys got 
oer signs din thelr eyes. because the Amiga meade SUCH » splash even 

hough they were trying to keep it “secret.” 

nig) so Nhe yet cokmout si) t(hertechnicoat stefl. tor Itelsen food, everyone got 
Rune end When they. wendeced beck to the exhibit half ‘to’ ~ork some more on 
#mos, quick bug fixes, feotures that didn't work, and 30° On. 

t CES everyone worked about i ea day, when they weren't eating or 
lespling. 

J and Dale Luck were known a3 the "dancing fools” around the office 

rceuse they'd pley really loud music and dence around during compiles to 
Lay awake, } . ° 
ate thet night, in their drunken stupor, Dale and RJ put the finishing 
ouches on what would becoma the canonical Amiga demo, Boing. 

t best the true story is told. 


rney Problems 

‘ter the CES, Amiga Ine. ¥ as very nearly broke and heavily In debt. 
Luhsid) ost lau ite saicbit more then the original $7 milllon to bring the 
riga even that fer, and lots more. time and money were needed to bring 
t+ to the market. Unfortunately the doctors wanted out, and wouldm't 
vest any more, So outside funding was needed, and quick. 


10 VP of Finance balanced things for a Little while, and even though 
rey Wsine SIM imMithion in the hole they menaged to pay off the — 
‘ngest-stending dedts and keep one step ohead of Chapter Il. 

ter much scrounging, they got enough money to take them to the June 
S; for that they had REAL WORKING SILICON. People kept peeking 

der the skirt» ef the booth tables asking “Where's tha REAL computor 
nerating these displays?” 


t was really belag generated 
a3 3008 as the meoey 
- hardware 


Mow money started flewing and Ianteres 
in the media. And Jtke moot small companies, 
came In the door jt as spent. Hore people were added 
folks to optimize and cost-reduce the desalgn; software people to 

"finish the OS. Even the sudden infiux of cash was only enough to keep 
them out of bankruptcy, though; they were still broke and getting 
broker all the time. How much WOULD have been enough? RJ sald that - 
lf he were starting over, he'd need about $49 million to take the 
machine from design Idea to market. Of course Amiga Inc. had nowhere | 
near that much, and they were feeling the crunch. Everybody tightened ~ 
thelr belts and persevered somehow.» They sctuatly were at one point : 
so broke they couldn't meet their payroll; Dave Horse, the VP of Seles, 
took out a second mortgage on his house to help cover it, but Ft still 


‘wasn't enough. 


- 


¢ 


They knew they were golng under, and,unless they could (Ind someone 
going to be looking for Jobs.-very shortl: 


quick to buy them out they were 
They talked to Sony, to Apple, to Philtiips and HP, Silicon Graphics , 
Finally...they called Ater| 


(who just wanted the chips) and even Sears. 
(Bdo! Hiss! (literally - the sudience hissed at Jack Tramiel's namel)) . 


Trying to be discreet, RJ'‘3 only personal comment on Jack Tramiel was 
(and |t took him a while to formulate this sentence) “Sn interesting 
product of the capitalist system.” Ahem. Apparently Tramiel haa been 
quoted as saying “Business Is War.” Tramiel; had recently left ... 
Commodore In a huff and bought Atari “undercover” 30 that by the time 
he left C«# he was already CEO of Atari. ; 

was coming out with their own hot game ._. 

e'd revenge himself on them for dumping him by 
down the tubes with “his” superlor prod 
for negotiating for a month} 


ee? 
a 


Realizring that Commodore 
machine, Tramiel figured h 
buying Amiga Inc. and driving Cs 
So Atari gave them half 4 million just 
that mgney was gone in @ day. . 
Of course Tramie! saw that Amiga Inc. wasn’t In @ very good bargaining 
position; bestcally unless they were bought they were on the street, 
So he offered them 98 cents 3 share; Dave Horse held out for $z,.00. But 
inatead of bargaining in good faith, every tima Horse and Amiga tried 
to meet them halfway the 
“Okay, $1.50 8 share. 

_ No, we think we'll 
How about $1.25? 

a 70 cents. 7 * 

- And 20 On... 


ir bid went down! 


give you 80 cents. 


‘the staunchest believer in the concept that.wasa the Am. 
de everyone's hair stand on end when'he walked i: 
Gloom set in. Things looked grim.,, 


Cven Dave Horse, 
the guiding Light who ma 
the room, was getting depressed. 


t serrate: aisle three days before the month deadtine was up, Commodore called 


Two days tater they bought Amiga Inc, for $4.25 @ shere. 
but Dave Horse TURNEO THEH DOWN saying [t wasn’! 


‘They offered them $4.00, 
acceptable to his employees; he was on the verge of walking out when the, 


offered $4.25. He signed right then and there. 


The Commodore-Yoars : ; / 
Commodore gave them $27 million for development; they'd nevor seen 
thet much money in one place before. They want right out and bought oe 
Sun workstation for every software person, with Ethernet and disk 
servers and everything. The excitement was back. 


Commodore did many good things for:the Amiga; not only did they ,. 
cost-reduce. it without losing much functionallty, they hed this 
concept of it es a !Susiness machine; this was a very different 
ellitude from what Amiga Inc. hpd been working with, Because of thet 
Dhilosophy, they improved the kbhyboard (hal — garyo) and made lots. of 
Other Tittle improvements that RJ didn't elaborate on. , 


What could Commodore have given them ‘that they didn’t? The one thing. 

RJ wanted most from them was an extra 168 months of development time. 
Unfortunately Commodore wasn't exactly rich right then either, 20 they os, 
had to bring out the product ASAP {and when is it ever any different?) 


Also, he said, they could have KARKETED It. (appleusel), 
If he'd had thet extra 18 months, he could have made Intultlion oe ~ 
device rether than a Seperate hind of thing; he could have released It 


much: more bug-free. ‘ 


As far a3 marketing goes, the oft ad agency has been fired; we should 


_3@@ some’ new Amiga. ads reel soon now, 


The Future 


. AJ*s advice for AVOO0-oWne Far "Kie ep “hat you've got. It's not worth It 


to trede up. The Al000 I3 really a better mechine,” 


“This mey be sour greoes on RJ's part, since the Amiga 2000 was designed 


in Braunschweig, West Germany, ond the version of the A2000 belng . 
worked on in Los Gatos was rejected in favor of the ° 


. Braunschweig-Commodore version. However the A1000 compares to the 
AZ000, though, the Los Gatos 2000 would heave certainiy been better 


then elther machine. Ce menagement vetoed it beceuse Braunschwelg 
promised. a* faster Sesign turnaround (and, to their credit, were much 
faster in execution than the Los Gatos group would heve been) snd more 
cost-reduction, which was their specialty. Los Gatos, on the other 
hand, wanted a dream machine with vastly expanded capabliities In 
every Mecet, of the mschine. The cruel finenclel facts forced C# to go 
with the Business Computer Group, who did the Sidecar In Breunschwelg 
ros well, and quickly and cheaply. } a 


Se they fired more than half the staff at the original Los Gatos 
facility, one by one. That trauma was to some extent played out on 

the net; no doubt many of you remember It es a very difficult end 
emotional time. There are now only six people left In Los Gatos, and 
their lease expires in Harch, so thus expires the original Amiga group. 


And that’s how RJ ended his telk; the rise and fall of Amigs Computer Jac, 
The future of the Amiga ia now in the hends of Westchester and 
Breunechvelg, end who knows what direction it wlll take? 


-{0- 
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PAAT 2 = Techrleal Questions From the Audlence: 


T°th just moke this part «9 fist of technical questions and answers, since 
that was the format at the talk anyway. This part Is-part technical Inqulr! 
and part total rumof muti; caveat emptor. : : 


Q’s are from the audience, A's are *RJ« 


Or 
Ay 


QO; 
At 


QO: 
A: 


Q: 
A: 


on 
At 


QO: 
At 


When [eo 1463 coming and what's In |t? 4 4 i" 
1.3 (or maybe It'll be called 1.2A) will be mostly Just 1.2 with herd 4!? 
boot; It'll look for Workbench on dhO: a3 well as dfO:. . 
No one Is working on it right now, although there ere people in W:Chests! 
planning It. 

Can you do double bufferiag with [ntultlon? 
Pop answer: Ho. Thought-out: well, yes, but It’s not easy. Use HenuVer! 
and don’t change the display while menus are up. It's. pretty halry. 


How big Im Intultlon (source code)? \ : . 
The Jistings (commented) ere about » foot thick, 60 Ipp, 1 Inch margins. 


Where did NHetaComCo come into the Amiga story? : 
KCC's .Amige0os was a8 backup plan; the origina) Los Getos-wuritten Amiga0or 
was done with some co-developers who dropped oyt due to contract and mone 
hassies when C® bought Amiga. Then HCC had to crank EXTREMELY hard to 


get thelr BCPL Dos into the systam at the last possibte minute. Res 
Why Isn't the Sldecer out? | é ; ne oof 
Who knows? It passed FCC in December... . ee 


Why no HKU? a 
Several reea3s0ns. Obviously, cost was a factor.. HHUs ‘avarteble at-the 
time the Amiga was designed oal3s0 consumed system time (this is what he 98 
f'm Just the scribe); although newer HHUs solve this problem they were to 
late for the Amiga, 

Thicd, the orlginal goal of the Amiga wes to be o killer game machine wit 
pasy low-level access, and an HKU didn't seem necessary far a game machin 
Thicd (qet this!) with on HHU, message-passing becomes HUCH HUCH 

heirier and slower, since in the Amiga mes3aqes are passed by 


fost passing @ polnter to someone else's mamory. With protection, elther 
‘public memory would need to be done and system calls issued to allocate 


Q: 
= Oy 


Al 


Or 
As 


Ar 


rt, ete., or the entire message would have to be passed. Yecch,. So the 
lack of HHU actually speeds up the besic operation of the Amiga several 


fold. ‘ 


Why no resource tracking? 
The original AmigaDos/Exec had resource tracking; it’s # shame [t died. 


How 13 your game coming? (77) : 
[t's just now becoming @ front-burner project, It's number erunch 


“Intensive; hopefully it well even take over the PC part of the 2000 


for extra crunch. [t's half action, half strategy; the ‘creation’ part’ 
ja done, only the playing part needs to be written, Next question. :-) 


“WITT there ever be an advanced version of the chip set? 


Vell, Jey Hiner isn’t working on anything right now ..- (RUHOR ALERT) 
The chip folks teft in Los Gatos who are losing théir lease in Harch 
were at one time thinking about tk square Z@meg chip space 128-color 
graphics, although still with 4 bit color OACs though... 

and even stuff tike e@ blitter per plane (!1) ; 

They were supposed toa be done now, in the original plans; 


they chip desiqners will be gone In Harch, but the design may (7) 


“a centinue In Westchester. Kaybe they'll be here two years from now. — ;. 


° e 
® 


* a ey ie Wig . : ae 


Qi Whet will happen to the unused Los Gatos A2000 deatgn? 


Az 27277? 


/ 


Qi Should I upgrade from my“t000 to e 2000? 
aternebebilyancot. The 2000 isn't enough better to justify the cost. Untess 


you need the PC com 


7 all the’ 2000 doesn't have the nifty gerage for the keyboard..-t-) The 
-A1000. keyboard j5 better built; you can have kickstert on disk; it's 
sivamalitiertend « LOT Quieter, [maybe ‘not than the old internal drivestjl) 
ond uses fess power; the 2000 hes no composite video out, plus the 
RGB quality is « tad worse, Coupesite vigeo (FAL of NTSC) 1% #0) att a 
cest option with the 2000, 


O: Have you ever seen sz working Amigs-Livel? a th mee AS 

Ai Yes, I'vs seen it Leaking 32-color Imeges at 16fps, and HAH pletures et -, 
somethink Like half Chetoa (tt) It's all done and working. I don’t know 
MNYMMsenOtlout, It sure beats Digiview ef B seconds per Imagel 


O: What do fou use. for Amiga development tools? 
Az: OPaint and Infominder, aztec C, Andy Finkel’s Kilcroemecs. 


O: What's the. future of the A10007 
A: They aren’ Camaking any right now; they're just shipping from stock. But 
Shsvildouciiain that they intend ta eontinve making them. 


O: Is KetaComCo’s sturt all really slow, or whet? :-) 
Ar Yes; it 


Is slow, But don’t knock it, tt works, i 
J: 


O: Whoijs the comoetition for Amiga right now? 


Ar The new Hacs are so expensive, they're not a threat to the 2000, Loch less 


the 1000. Atari's new stutft “doesn't impress me." (that's all he sold.) 


O: What can I do about lack of Amiga ads, ond the quality of the ones that 
do exist? 

Ay Write (Vdon*t ealt) Clive Smith tn Harketing at Westchester and tell him 

-' they need better ads. 


O: Why ore the pixels 10% higher than wide? 
At The hardware came out that way, and it would have been a pain to do It 


Soe 
(thet’s a 


af 


MPP CPC CRAs ceteedneccrenaevecqecrccensnaecareccensacenceseccendeeene sees vice 


. any other way due to sync-rate-multiple timing constraints. 


I *folks!) 


The preceding tome was produced entirely by placing my terminal Aas just 
next to the microwave on high and wiggling it around Jike I*(&tR°hSiels, 


BO don't teke any of [t too seriously. :-) 


Remember, | 


Gary Oberbrunner 4 


-Truth is not beauty; 


[nformatian is not knowledge; / Beauty Is not love; Gary Oberbrunner 
Knowledge js not wisdom; / Love is not music; oeolmasscomplgaryo 


Viedem is met truth; ----/ Husic is the best. —- F2 


patibility, RJ advocated staying with the 1000. After 


i’ 


so DHE SPIRE T TRMO MONTHS pe: ous cet 


by Harvey Riddle ; ty he era? Paw beer 
. ee Nees : dd pails Ue 
"A rich mans toy" | used to tell nayself, - "can’t ue the outlay’; The 
Coagodore put on the Cashback of $300.00 - that was [t. [ just could not get the d- 
thing out of my mind, "It would be good for servicing" | told nyself, - "how an 
golng to ¢lx them or research deste {uprovements if [| don’t have one to use as 
- diagnostic, tool (I service most Commmodore units), add my curfosity®’, and, sad ' 
say, my (and the commercial sector’s) loss of interest In fhe C-128 and you ha. 


It... Amiga fever. by é 


The next Ho was who to buy one from, After a few phone calls to varfo 
people | was off to Brisbane to do the rounds. Alter "sorry we don’t have -any | 
stock", or "yes ve have one demo unit", | ended up at United Computers where'[ had e 
choice of any one of a dozen nev units - heaven at last. After unpacking and testi: 
| handed over the essentials to a very helpful and knowledgeable Danny, and made r 


way hone, uP of b Oe eh 
The next aorning | had a problem: The monitor vas-slightly blurred with < some ~ re 
tingeing around the characters. After a phone call to Danny who agreed to allow ae 
return fhe nonitor for a swap, [ was off to Brisbane again. Upon arrival we cospare 
four new aonitors, some with black screens, some with grey screens, unfortunate! 
none any better than mine, so vith a heavy heart | decided to keep the orlgina 
sonitor. When | got back home, | sat Stary ne at the thing wondering vhat to dc 
Vell, | thought I've got nothing to lose so off with cover, ae ot ’ 


First] adjusted the focus, no wore blurriness; next the EHT, a big :reductlon | 
the high: tension voltage resulting In just enough brightness with the controls cente 
detented and less ¥-Radiatlon for me; next the convergence magnet apne no mor 
red tinges; the result -was a very ete very clear, safer oonttor. |'vas a ve, 

is yourself unless you are electronical] | 


happy boy Indeed. WARNING, do not attempt ¢t 
ainded as there are rany thousands of volts used in one part of the circuit. } 


That was ‘tvo months ago,'In which the computer has performed faultlessly excep 
foe the occasfonal Guru ned{tatlons which have become almost non-existent due to, 
think, :less operator error. It has been a very exciting two months, in vhich I'y 
delyed Into the CLI, sodified and added to the Workbenches,  ° ai 


One very practical thing | added to both. Workbenches was ‘the Change Kickstar: 
47 Anigazine disk and renaming it GoKick, After holding tk 


‘routine from the January ' 
‘Control / Amiga / Amiga’ keys, which resets to the Workbench requester, then »b 


holding -'Control D! i the Yorkbench boots up, the CLI window appears where | typ. 
‘GoKick. When the rainbow pattern Seek | hold down ’Control / Amiga / Amiga’ agaln 
which resets the Amiga back to the Kickstart requester at which point I can change t 
a diftferent release of the Kickstart disk. Of course this can be achleved by openin, 
the Workbench disk and double clicking on the GoKick Icon {¢ the Vorkbench screen |. 


available. ro , | 
"Another useful addit{on was the DirUtil2V4 also on the January '87 Amigazine dist. 
‘which was a Godsend after I grew tired of continually swapping the Workbench dls, 
(vith a‘one drive system) every,tiae I entered a DOS command ie the CLI, Yes [dt 


a: ae 


& 
Q . 


¢ | 2 ; 
copy the C directory which contains nost of the,DOS conmands to the RAK disk but this 
took tine and used up about 250K of: meaory. This magic lfttle utfllity. (about “69k's 
vorth) -allovs you to perform most disk maintenance operations simply by selecting 
with the mouse any drive or hard disk, root and sub directories, and then copy; 
rename; delete; move; display to the screen in hexadecimal or text depending on the 
tile type; and show IFF picture files; arnong other things, 


By rensalng the ‘’Ed' file In the C directory to ‘Editor’ the D{rUti}2va 
aulomatically write-protects and places the Editor in a RAN disk every tine 
DirUtil2¥4 is loaded. Then by selecting the startup-sequence file in the S directory, 
Edit loads and displays the startup-sequence ready jor editing. You can then 
customize the startup-sequence as per ie compands I{isted in the Anigan A&J Aniga DOS 
Sumsary reprint from the club for $3.00 plus $1.00 postage. 


In the ieee | put preferences on a I{ne of {ts own, before the loadVb 
coanand, so thal Freferences appears before the Workbench screen, to allow ne to 
change the time and date and any other settings | may be experimenting with. 


A few ae ago | completely stripped the Amiga with the Intention of qu ca 
the drive and reducing the clunk when a disk was inserted. | was absolutely horritie 
at -the anount of Putt and muck. caught in the drive mechanisa due to, as 
discovered. the drive acting as an air filter for the a systeno. Vhy soni 
manufacturers insist on designing a cooling system which sucks in air ep cabinet 
Openings instead of having the fan draw alr in through a filter I'll never know. 


After str tering the drive, cleaning and olling the head rails and load eject 
mechanism | pondered as to what | could if 

deliberation | decided that the lesser of the two evils was to have the alr pass 
through the pover supply first and Jet {t filter the alr rather than the drive, not 
entirely satisfactory f adeit but at least {t should keep the drive cleaner untll 
can design a suitable filter for the fan if | decide Cat's the vay to go. Another 
option is to seal the drive case to prevent any air {lowing nr au it. A cuever 
- suggestion by ae Down of Cockroach Software was to renove the BUS expansion cover 
which provides a large opening for the alr to flow into or out of depending which 
way the fan 1s operated. or ; 


Upon reassembling the Amiga | noticed quite a considerable asount of alr coning 

out of the drive cpena gh an ROT CR EG: of how auch suction is taking place with a 
Standard Amiga, but by removing the BUS cover this vas elisinated considerably. How 
did the drive perforn? Unbelieveably much quieter during track access and the ead ang 
and ejecting ‘of disks. was very smooth indeed, I have had brand new drives an 

printers refuse to work because of:dry head rails {t's amazing what a litle ofl will 
do. | suspect some of the read write errors | heat people complain about are due to 
dirty and dry head rails, - 


eep you posted. 


Incidentally, this {s first time | have done any touch typing on’ the halts 
peuicare an | aust say it is the best keyboard I’ve, used to date, absolutely 
Ki! Ul. ; 


Vell It's tine for bed before my trek to the big smoke for another exciting Amiga 
Sub Group meeting. Long live the Aniga! 
---90000--- 


Ve vould like to hear leona Che members about thelr first "Amlga months.* 
[Editor] . 
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about the alr flov. {After ouch ~ 


AMHUAL GENERAL HEETING 


To be held In our Clubroons at the Bardon Professional Developoent Centre, 
390 Simpsons Road, Bardon on Tuesday Ath August 1987 at & ps. 


Following are sone excerpts fron the Articles of Assocfation: 
The bus{ness to be transacted at every Annual General Heenan shall be: 
(a) the receiving of the nenagenen Coneittee report and the statenent of {incors 
and erpendjture, assets and Ilabil{ties and mortgages, charges and securities 
a tlectint the property of the Association for the preceding financfal year; 
(b) the recelving of the auditor’s report upon the books and accounts fer the 
preceding financial year; 
(c) the election of neabers of the Nanagernent Conmittee; and_ 
(d) the appointment of an auditor... > 


HEHBERSHIF/OF /HANAGEMENT /COHHITTEE : 
(1) The Hanageoent Conmittee of the Association shall consist of a President. 
Secretary, Treasurer, all of whon shall be nenbers of the Association, and such 
nuaber of other neabers as the nenbers of the Association at any generai meeting 
may fron tine to tine elect or appoint. . 
(2) At the annual general meeting of the Association , all the neabers of the 
Hanagepvent for the tine being shall retire from office, but shati be eligible uy 
noaination for re-election. . 
(3) The election of officers and other members of the Hanagement Connittee snal| 
take place In the following nanner:~- 
(a) Any tvo mneabers of the Association shall be at liberty to nominate any other 
nenber to serve as an off{icer-or other nenber of the Hanagenent Connittee; 
(b) The nonination, which shall be in vate n and signed by the meaver and his 
roposer and seconder, shall be lodged with the secretary at least fourteen days 
beiate the annual general meeting at which the election Js to take place:. 


VOTING 
(4) (a) every ordinary, country, student, pensitoner, or life aenber present shal 
be entitled to one vote. 
(b) every fanily member present shall be entitled to a max{nua of tvo votes. 
(c) every business member present shall be entitled to a paximum of two voles. 
(4) associate and honorary senbers shall not be entitled to a vote. | 
(5) voting shall be by a show of hands or a division of the menbers.: 
(6) a seated nay vote in person or by proxy. OF attorney... 


This {s an extract of the official articles of association, but for the benefit of 
our mewbers here {s a precis of the above in plain English: 

After the reading of the President's- and Treasurer § reports there vill be an 
election of officers for positions on the Hanagement Coanittee. 

These positions are: 


t - Secretary - Treasurer - Technical Coordinator 
feet coordinetar = Chief Librarian - Newsletter Editor 


his pare you will {ind 8 nominatfon form, to be signed by t! 
a amie eee and Peeaded (all to be financial members), This form has t« 
be in the possession of the secretary no later than Monday 20th July 1987, 
You will ais ({nd on the sane page a prory fore to be used by members vho are unab 
to attend but still would Itke ie make their vote count at the Annual General Keetl: 
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e * COMMODORE COMPUTER USERS GROUP red) IHC. 
: U. Box pringwoo 3 
. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 4th AUGUST 1987 . = 
‘Electlon of Management Committee Hembers for 1987 - 1988 © ok. 
+f eo i fs | i vi rte oF 
| , HOH INATION FORM 


POSITIONS VACANT: PRESIDENT - SECRETARY - TREASURER - TECHNICAL COORDINATOR » ++ 9 
SUB-GROUP COORDINATOR - CHIEF LIBRARIAN - NEWSLETTER EDITOR - al 


~e- ° 
oR ane 


| hereby noninate b Merete oiaie sie.elelelejetelateie:eieleis 


for the ‘position Of cise as sleiels sities o.cfs is slaisisteie'e 


® . 
* - ° ° 
ecoeoveeseooeoeseevoeeeeseeseeseoeseeoeeedceoeseeeeeaneee ee eon 
' ‘ . 


Proposed by: eoceeeses eee eeeeeeoseeeeee 


Seconded by: Rio ia) Sah Bh apa, Al eee 
’ ' ne ogn as 


Signature Of Nominees cosecveecesececcens 
This fora to be in the possession of the secretary no later than fonday 20th July 


. a ; i 


= 258 7 ¥ ; a hcl aa ceria 
oe cgcererecerecccescececeaszersssescesrrrcsrssssaserezraszererszaaradsasazagararzzz28 
a 
Separate Here > { Separate Here 
SSTTSAASSSS LISS Ae esSSASTSSSSSSSSSSSSSSISSTESSSSSISTISSSSSISISTETITISSSSLELLETELTELESAEL 
ae ee re Hes 
‘ ! 4 


i ae atk fal PROXY FORM . | | | Be eos 


“COMMOGORE COMPUTER USERS GROUP (QLD) INC, | 
5 eb tl 


oh ty ne oe wet ‘ ‘ ; 5 


I, @eae6 ae oe eecoeesesesceaee sees of see vereceneeeneroesenieeeenecerenesenenoes 
: ; Je = Gy : ] CS Ey, Pee 
being a member of the above named association, . bee “ahs woth ERY, 


hereby appoint PO ee te ANd cys ie of coevereeesooonsoresoonoroeoneneeeener® 


Cee Et | a Of sevecevevecnvenessssccesvessenentenss 


ONMaliingwnia, Gissevess 


as ay proxy to vote on ay behalf at the Annual General Heeting of the Assoclation); t 
“i ee iB : 
be held on the 4th aay of August 1987, and at any adjournement thereof, Se ih theca 


Signed this phen gee ee je eee, 218 9 078 0:8 day of ecevoeevsveeoeneeoe es 1987 


Signatures Tee enac ce neniaaneusaseceessesssse esses esses sesees : 
This form ia to be used win favour of hi ; ees the resolution. Gili 4 
ie Be ; aes RRM TT Ea 
’ v : ¢ lj oe 
‘Strike out nttndyas: {s not. Hestred. a ADs adits. xt 
(Unless otherwise pisuruetens the proxy ne vONe) as he thinks fit. ) die ot fh Yee s Aoi 
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ART -AROD THE AHO IGHA 


by Ralph De Yries 


Recently a painter by the name of Lawrence Daws held an exhibition of his works 
the Philip Bacon Galleries. "Nothing unusual {in that" you may well say,, and 
couldn't agree nore. However there was a rather unusual aspect to this painter's vo- 
as he employs an Aniga for sone of his creations. 


| can do no better than quote the I{terature handed out to gallery visitors on h 
Larence Davs produced sone of his pictures: 


"Computer Alded Prints" — 


These prints vere produced using an AHIGA 1000 systea, working through an O1IHA 
20 thermal transfer dot matrix printer. ° 


A nurber of the inages vere drawn on the screen using DPaint! and DPair 
software. Several images were arrived at by the vay of the software DIGI-VIEW oper. 
ae through a National Panasonic WV1410 camera with RGB filters. 

he bulk of the inages were forned using a copbination of the two, vith consice 
able plrel by pire] refinement and palette adjustnent. 


In many respects, the making of this type of print 1s not unlike etching in th 
the Inaye goes through a series of refinerents auch as an etching plate goes throu. 
Several ‘states’, Each image takes about 30 ninutes to print off which is roughly ¢ 
‘Ulme It takes to ink-up and print an etching. When the edition (in this case 10) . 
run-off, the disks are erased just as etching plates are destroyed. 


The evolving of these prints and the speed of push-pull experizenting, played 
Jarge part in arriving at the fina] inages of the paintings." 


Not having seen the exhibition In question | an unable to cormnent on’ the quali! 
Or otherwise of these computer generated prints. One of our senbers who did go ar 


vistt the exhibilt{on told ne that the prints sold for $150.00 each. Ber oL eh 


art | shall not comment on this price (After all somebody has got to pay 
_ Software and hardvare!), s, 


The fact that painters {ind another outlet of artistic expression via the sedi 
of the soap olermi of great interest in it self. For anybody who has seen a skille 


artist at work with l{ke DPaint this comes as no surprise. It seems to r 
that the major Hettetion lfes in the ability to transfer the conputer generate 


Juage on to paper. Currently most available colour rinters (and there aren't th: 
‘many to be fer {n the dealers) have severe Maltattons vhen it comes to an accura! 
translation of the screen {mage to paper. This is clearly a case where one aspect ( 
technology (the computer) ig far in advance of the other (the printer). 


An afterthought: Lavrence Daws destroys the disk data after he has wade a marin, 
of 10 prints (see above), | wonder if he makes back-up disks though? 


+=--90000--= 
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ry Ralph De Yries 

uring the last couple of months | have done a fair bit of ‘fiddling’ with 
he Amiga’s inbuilt fonts. If you do possess a printer I’d suggest you 
lay around with the NOTEPAD which in Version 1.2 allows you to print out 
il the fonts in all sizes on a single sheet of paper. When you have done 


his you will probably come to the same conclusion that I did, namely that 
hey look pretty bloody awful compared with their appearance on the 


creen. = : 
ven when you use programs like DPaint or Pagesetter their appearance 


in’t all that much better. In fact during my good old C-64 days | got. 
etter printouts from the GEOS fonts. Up till very recently the only 
ather nice fonts for the Amiga were those built into Printmaster, and 
hose aren’t easily transferred ta the Workbench (besides that would be 


legal!). 


‘ut salvation was nigh! Out of the blue arrived a letter from the other 
ide of the Pacific from Dick Barnes, editor of "The Amigan Apprentice & 
ourneyman” (one of our favourite Amiga publications), Dick had included 
ome pre-production pages of the next issue of the A & J, In which he | 
as gone into a great deal of detail on some new fonts which he has 
lesigned for our machine. The main object of his design was to produce a 
veries of fonts that PRINTED well. Not only did he give us full details of 
4s newly designed fonts, he also made the offer of a disk with the fonts 
i question, so | wrote back ta him like a shot and said: “yes, yes,. 
simme!". ; 
Jell, they are bere, and after removing the existing fonts of my. : 
‘agesetter disk | installed the new fonts in their place. 
sample printouts of each font in each size herewith to give you a 
‘oretaste of their appearance. | think that you will agree with me that 
lick Barnes has done a pretty terrific job. It must have cast him quite a 
‘ew hours of hard slogging behind his computer to design this lot. 


Jut here comes the really good news! Dick has copyrighted his font 
Jesigns, purely to stop people from ‘borrowing’ or selling them. He has 
nade them freely available to users groups to use them or modify them 
yn a not for profit basis, This means that, if you so desire, you can 
have your own copy of this disk and play around with them or modify — 


them through the Fonts Editor to your heart’s content. If in fact you Can © 
Jo a real modification (ie a better PRINTING face) Dick would in turn like 


to get a copy of your creations. Further details on these fonts can be 

found in the “Amigan Apprentice and Journeyman” May/June, 87 issue, 

which should be in our Library by the time you read this. 
-{8- 
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[| - — The New "A 6 F Priter Ponts | 


HEADLINE 28: 
ABCD EFGH JKL MNOP QRST. UVW XYZ. abed 


efgh ijkl mnop arst uvw xyz. 1Z3 456 7890. © 
/?: rT] Qlt= -!@ #97" Be () a 


HEADLINE 15: 
ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP QRST UW XYZ. abed efgh ikl 


mnop qrst uvw xyz. 123 456 78790. 0 OR : ru Olt= : 
J1@ 452% &X() 


HEADLITE 20. 
ABCD EFGH JJKL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ. abcd 
efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw xyz. 123 496 7870. 0. 7?: 


> L] Ol+s - Il@ $#5%* &x0 


HEADLITE 14: 
ABCD EFGH UKL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ. abcd efgh ijkl mnop grst uvw 


xyz. 123 456 7898. ¢) /2:' :"l] Ol4s - ME H9Z* BHO 


HEADLITE 10: 
ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP QRST UYW XYZ. abcd efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw xyz. 
123 456 7890. () /2:" "0 Olt= - 10 HELMERKO 


LITE I2: 
ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP GRST UVW XYZ. abed efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw 
XYZ. 123 456 7898. <> /2:' sT] Cl+= -_1@ #927 GO 


LITE |: 
ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ, abed efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw 
XY¥2. 123 456 7898, © 72: LI) Cl+= -_1@ #$2° &*O) 
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ATE’ 18: | ' 
\5cD EFCH IWWKL MNOP GRST UVW XYZ. abcd efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw 
cyz. 123 456 7898, «> 77:7 LT) C32 -_i@ BS4% GHO 
STL 9S ook | 
ABCD EFGH JEL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ. abed efgh ijkl mnop qrs¥ uvw xyz {23 456 
"3990, © /2? "0 Ol4s --!@ #$%% GRO , 

os 
SITE 8: bas 
ABCD EFGH IJEL HNOP QRST UVW XY2, abed efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw xyz. 123.956..2,° 
4990, © /22 2"[) Olt= -@ #92*% GEO | I 


MANUSCRIPT 17: | 
BCD EFGH IJKL MNOP GRST UVW XYZ. abed efgh 
ikl mnop.qrst uvw xyz. 123 456 78%. © 7/22 2) Oles 2 
1a He EO | ! 
MANUSCRIPT 13: | 

SBCD EFGH LIKL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ, abed efgh ijkl 
mnop qrst uvw xyz. 123 456 7298. O 727 “C) Oles -1@ #32" 


40) 


MANUSCRIPT 11: A, | 
\BCD EFGH IIKL MNOP QRST UVYY XYZ. abcd efgh ijkl mnop 
arst wvw xyz. 129 456 7890, 0 J? 37D Olts -l@ #$2%% Ga) 


BOOK 13: : 
SBCD EFGH IJKL MNOP ORST. UVW XYZ. abcd efgh ijkl 
mnop qrst uvw XyzZ. 123 456 7898. O /?: “T] Ol+= -_!@ Hg a7 


BOLD 18: aay ah 
ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ. abcd efgh ijkl mnop qrst 
uvy xyz. 123 456 7898. © 722 ET] CTs -te HF 2% EKO 


RUBY.EDITED 8: f He 
ABCD EFGH IJKL MNOP QRST UVW XYZ. abed afgh ijkl mnop qrst 


uvw xyz 123 456 7690. (>) 778? SoU) {bez -_$@ Bo“ &KRO 


SAtiS 10: 
38CB EFGH KL HNCP ORST UVW XYZ abcd efgh ijkl mnop qrst uvw xyz. 123 456 
7999, «> 21 3"() Qt -_!8 492% SH) 
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hs Hi Awdab, 2:B iOe% 


Dear EDITOR, re: ahiggaA Literacy 


Your comments on lack of support for the Nevsletter are timely in 
the remote at least. 


Your scribe has alvays wanted to contribute to an erudite 
publication, phthisis notwithstanding, but like the partly 
dispossessed violin player - lacked the guts. So here goes for a 
{ull licerary onslaught so to speak, vorts and all. Hopefully? 


TYpEvcite rs as such have not/never been my forte and I covule 
neveer gett the Jolin O' London"s Dictation Test* to such a 
stantdord that I could qualify for LaST vIIL and testament voirk. 


Camc the resvolution, Marxian or as you vill, and everyone said 
that compoters-vord processsors viuvld do the rtick. I believec. 
One day ( now histeoricalJ, I announced to whomever "hoppened to 
be within earshot,that I intanded to go ano look at a Ccommodore. 
The fallowing is 8 rough semmary of the scintilating conversation:. 


"Where's the car?” 

“Whet car?” 

"The commidore your'Re getting!!~ 

"Presumption on your part.” 

“Well, whet*s in the parcels?” 

"Commodore.” 

"Don't kid me. Fair suck of the saveloy.” 

"Take 8 Bo-Peep for yerrself.” 

"Struth, mate. Geez.” 

“What: yeu goltng io.do) WULR ot eee ce aaa 


And so you can see that since those dayze I have improved out of 

Slight Vuth my typing << 7 ttulny recoomend the Amooga to anyone 
who wants to upgoace their tipyng standarec. Try the tAxtCroFt. 
One day. I hope to be a sanguine thaumaturcgist. ‘nuff said. 


* Outside a cemetery, a harassed pedlar named Noah and an 
embarrassed traveller named Phardoh, vere engaged in gauging the 
symmetry of a lady's ankle vith unparalleled ecstasy. 


Yours, €tés4 Toremains 


A member of the 1\. fraternity, [alias John Howard). 
Ju/jh 3 


Your letter brought tears to the eyes of a hardened newsletter editor. To think. 
here 1s the.very irs letter published in the Hall Box section of the first edltto: 
of our AHIGA only nevsletter, and such a major. contribution at that! 

Vhat else can one say, words fail me ..... you have sald ft all! Hay your lette; 
be an insp{ration to other Aniga users who have as yet not discovered the delights o: 
Inproving thelr I{terary skills via the medium of Word Processing. 


P.S. That nane, John Howard... | seem to have heard or read It before. You aren't, 
RTO VOUse vee 2 
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Dist LIL sPARY GF 1S DISKS 59 =60) 


hig {s Disk 59 of the freely distributable AMIGA software library. 


j3rowser Another version of the browser ogres released on disks number {8 and | 
. Muaber 34, Includes some bug flxes and enhancements. Includes source, 


..- +-Author:. Hike Heyer, enhancements by Hark Schretlen. |: 
Jrowser2 This browser type program {s apparently not based on the original Hlke 
Heyer version. Binary only. Author: Dan Green ann 
‘lock Another clock program, comes {n several flavors depending upon features 
des{red, which include using alternate fonts, using alternate colors, 
settin the tine, etc. Binary only Author: Hark Waggoner 
“ne ..  YVerslon 1.22 of Hatt's text editor. Dme is a Siaple dsiuyG editor 
-  des{gned for prograamers. It {ts not a WYSIWYG word processor {Sn the 
ieadlt tonal sense. Features include anbealy key mapping, fast scrolling, 
title-line statistics nultiple windows, and ability to {conify windows. 
Author: Hatt Dillon | at 
“ropcloth Dropcloth replaces the standard blank WorkBench backdrop with a pattern, of 
setable intensity. Binary only Author: Eric Lavitsky and Perry Kivolow{tz 
“ropShadow A program that aakes your VorkBench windows have dropshadows. Neat. 
Binary only. Author: Jin Kackraz 
74s VB A program siailar to "DropCloth* (also on this disk), but not fully working 
yet. At least thls one is provided in source, so you get your choice of a 
working one in binary or a nonworking one {n source. Sigh. 
Author: Leo Schwab 
1CAD An object-oriented drawing roepee version 1.2.2 Uses a saall set of 
graphics prin{tives (like "line", "box", and "text") and a saall set of 
editing functions (I{ike “sove", "size", and “rotate"), While drawing and 
editing, the user can call on other functions to aodify the display; to 
zooa In, slide around, superiapose a gr{d, etc. This shareware prograa was 
suonitted by the author. Hany aCe over the version released on 
disk nuaber 56, Binary only. Author: Tims Hooney 
ssbotrott Another of Leo's cute little display hacks. This one nas a definite 
attraction to pointers (don't want to spoll the surprise), 
Author: Leo Schwab | vs 
supergort A general coapounding/agort{zation routine, using the {ntultlon envfron- 
- pent, wh{ch can be used for aortgage/loan coaputations. Binary only. 
-Author: Hark Schretlen - , 


~ 


cBhe bs Disk 60 of the freely distributable SHIGA software library. 





slitz Blitz {s a small program that is designed to be loaded Into sesory and that 
sits In the background unti] sl na beet by its hotkey. It allows you to 
yiew a tert file, auch like a TYPE cossand, only that [t lets you aove 
forvards and backwards through the file. [ts screen updates are 
blitz'n. Binary only. Author: Hayes Haugen | 

dl{tzFonts Blitzfants aakes tert output up to 6 times faster, transparently to vel] 
behaved paagrads. Lie ty si very smal] and written 100% tn assembly for - 

HarimU Speed. Binary only, Author: Hayes Haugen : 

HWandShake Handshake {3 a full featured VIS2/YTIOO/VTLO2 terainal eaulator. The 
author has taken great pains to support the full VT!02 spec. This {ts 
verston 1.20a, binary only. Author: Eric Haberfellner 
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Ked Yet another Aniga text editor. This one lets you edit up to 3t Iles 

, slrultaneously and makes extensive use of the mouse. This {5 version <.! 
binary only. Author: Francois Roualx 
Program to autoratically generate custon printer drivers. Version ].1, 


Prtbrvcen 
binary only, source available fron author. Author: Joergen Thonsen 


Shov A nice, very snall slideshow type prograx, version 2.1, binary only. 
Author: Andry Rachaat 

Uedit Version 2.0 of this nice shareware editor. Has learn mode, a connand 
eae aenu custon{zation, and other user configurability and 
custonizabilj{ty features. Binary only. Author: Rick Stiles 


Ueturbo Exanple of extensive custonization of Uedit to set up a nice developnent 


environnent. Includes source. Author: Ton Althoff 


This {s Disk 61 cf the freely distributable AMIGA software library. 


ATPatch A progran whicn reportedly vill patch the Aniga Transformer for operatictr 
under Workbench 1.é (1 don’t have one so couldn't test it). Includes 
source. Author: Philip Staub 

FilIDisk Disksalvy has been known to find sone rather interesting: things in the fre 

blocks of sone production disks fron cospanies that should know betler. 

This Iittle hack nakes sure you don’t get caught in the sane trap, by 

scribtling the disk’s free blocks in a totally safe manner. meldes 

source tail 20 lines of Jt). Author: Fred Fish 

Patch for prograns, such as ‘Aton’, with bad 1.0 Lstartup code, which abc: 

during startup under 1.Z with 00038007 alert (can't open dos liorary). 

Includes source. Author: Carolyn Scneppner 

KicroEnacs Version 3.6b of Daniel Lawrence's variant of Dave Conroy’s nicroesacs. 

This version is greatly enhanced over the Jast version, distributed on di: 

nuober 22, For exapple, there Is now a full extensfon language and suppor’ 

for a rye nuaber of 68000 nachines. Includes source. 

Author: Dave Conroy, HANY enhancenents by Daniel Lawrence 

A font sioilar to Topaz, but vith smoothed out edges and oore rounded 

characters. Author: Hichael Portuesi 

Terrain  Frograa which denonstrates generation of good looking pseudc-randog 

scenery. Includes source in Draco. Author: Chris uray 

VEprites Vsprite erample froa Kob's book "Frogramners’ tuide To The Aagiga’. 
Produces 28 VSprites onscreen simultaneously, using only three distinct 
sets of colors. Includes source. Author: kob Peck 


This {s DISK 62 of the freely distributable AMIGA software library. 


This disk contains a port of the a uiat UNIX gane "Hack", done by John Toebes ar 
the crev at the Software Distillery. This fs version{!.0.3D. The disk is unchange 


except for the following: 

({) | have added this file, README. 1ist62. 

(2) | have added the standard distribution info file READHE. dist. 

(3) | have copled al] the f{les to a freshly formatted disk, to create the 
master distribution disk, usijng a command of the form "copy df0: to dfi: 
all". This {nsures that disk Famental lat {s kept to a minisua, 
but also has the unfortunate side-effect that al Che file dates are 
changed. 

Note that this disk must be naned "Hack Game". | have elected to keep that name 
rather than using the usual "AmigaLibDiskXX" convention for disks in my library, | 


avold requiring users to rename the disk before using it. 


LFatch 


FearlFont 
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This ts DISK 63 of the freely distributable AMIGA softvare library, © 


This disk contains a fon of the pone UNIX game "Larn", done by Edaund Burnette 
and the crew at the Softvare Distillery. This is version 12.0B, The disk Is 
unchanged except for the following: 

cf) ‘{ have added this file, README. 1{st63. 

(2) | have added the standard distribution Info file, 


. READHE. dist. 
(3) [ have copled all the files to a freshly formatted disk, to create the 


master distribution disk, Wo a coomand of the fora “copy df0: to dfi: 
all". This insures that disk fragmentation {3 kept to a miniaua, 
but also has the unfortunate side-effect that all the flle dates are 
ares ee ae, | 
Note that this disk aust be naned "Larn™. I have elected to keep that nane, rather 
than using the usual “AnigaLibDiskXX" convention for disks {in ay I uraky, to avold 
requiring users to renane the disk before using It. as 7. 
Also note that, as distributed, this disk is only about 40% full. Nornally . 
| try to {f11 ay library disks to about 90-95% full, but these "packaged'd{sks are 


special. 


“™ 


This {s DISK 64 of the freely distributable AMIGA software library. 


This is a copy of the Aaiga Developer's IFF disk, received directly fron Consnodore- 
Aaiga sources, with pernission to place {n the I{brary and red{stribute. It Is an 
update to disk number 16, and {s unchanged except for: 

1) The voluge nape has been changed to AnigaLibbisk64. 

2) .-This file (README. list64). has been advled, | 
| didn’t have rooa for ny standard READHE.dist file. There were only 4 free blocks 


on the disk when | got it! 


This Is DISK 65 of the freely distributable AMIGA softvare library. 


Sawk Text processor insp{red by the Unix awk utIlIty. Bavk searches flles for 
specific patterns and perforas actions for every occurance of these 
patterns. The patterns can be regular expressions, The actlons are 

expressed using a subset of the C language. Unfortunately thls version - 
. always pets a stack overflow no aatter what the stack Is set to, | haven't 
had a chance to find the bug. Includes source, so you can hunt for {t. 
aes Looks Jike a very useful utillty for the Aniga. Author: Bob Brodt 
CloseWB ee Program for uge with HWB (also on this disk) to close a current 


VorkBench screen, and let you open WorkBench on a custon screen. 
re" Author:~Hatt Dillon. me 
vookle Fortune-cookle programs. Includes source. Author: R{chard Stevens 
striae Hetalled instructions, {including schematics In IFF format, for building and 


installing a battery backed up real-tine clock. The clock goes on the 
joystickport (aka mouse port 5 Author: Hichael Keryan 
HenuBuilder A pee which alitsna lee the process of building nenus.. [t takes a 
Slaple text f{le and generates a C source {lle vith all the needed 
structures for linking with the rest of your program. This 1s versfon 1.0, 
and [ncludes source. Author: A. Preston 
MWB a peor vhich will create a new 'VorkBench’ screen and route by request 
UpenWindow calls neant for the WorkBench to these new screens. This allovs 
you to run programs. which normally open windows on the WorkBench screen to 
use a custom screen Instead. Yersion 1.01, Includes source, 
_ Author; Hatt Dillon 
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HewPackets Tutorial downloaded from BIX C-A support section, which 


FascalToC 


Frep 


RunBack 


Sunkouse 


describes some new packets and structures in 1.2 AwigaDos. 

A Pascal to C translator prograr which {s supposed to correctly handle 
function, procedure, and most type declarations. However, this quick anc 
dirty port didn’t fare too well on even a simple little Pascal fragnent 
fron Software Tools in Pascal. | don't know if the problen Is aching 
dependencies jn the code or bugs. -Looks like {t auld be useful vith a 
little more work than | have time to put into it now. Includes source. 
Version 2.J of a Fortran preprocessor called 'prep', an alternative to 
ratfor. Prep has better macro facilities, a aime ae shorthand for array 
and vector statements, all the standard flow control constructs of forth, 
and {s written in generic C (| made no source changes). Includes source. 
A prograp that allows you to start another progras which is icepene et c 
the CLI window. This is useful to start programs from your Startup- 
Sequence, load WorkBench, and then close the initial CL] (which coulc not 
be closed otherwise). Author: Charlie Heath, Hicrossitns 

Hakes your nouse behave like the Sun Hicrosyster Sunvindows mouse. You n 
longer have to ‘click’ in a window to make {t active. Just nove the nous: 


pointer {nto the window and start typing. Version 1.0, binary only. 


This {s DISK 66 of the freely distributable AMIGA software library. 


AnScsi 


Asm68k 
Assigned 


Dk 
Flip 


Foogol 


Free 


HallocTest A walloc/free test Py 


Kelt 
Nart 
Purty 


RayTracer 


SendPackets Updated versions of the ASendPacket an 


SnapShot 
TagBBS 


Preliminary docunentation for a hardware project to build a SCSI control le 
board. The design does not support DNA or AUTOCONFIG’ ing. 

Full featured oacro asseabler, versjon {.0.1, binary only. Veil docunents 

Sane code showing how to find out whether or not a nape has been assigneo 
(via the dos ASS1GN conaand) before using {t, thus avoiding the DOS 
Insert-Disk requester. Includes source, 

A little display hack, inspired by:Leo's gens. Written in Modula-2. 

Seens like Leo's gems have inspired lots of people. This one js quite cut 

also. Written in assembler, includes source. 

Just what you've been waiting for, a foogol cross cong for your Apiga 
that generates VAX assenbly codé. Now you can port all those Aniga fooge: 
rograms to your VAX! Seriously, ere Is a tiny Algol like 

\auemas and this is a compiler for.jt. Includes source. 

Free returns the available free bytes on any storage device that Auigabos 

sees as a drive. A list of up to six drives is kept by the prograg and tra 

be cleared or added to at any time by the user. Includes source. 

ran that allocates and frees randonly sized pieces 


of nepory vith randoo I/fetimes, and fills them with patterns that can be 


checked for corruption. 
Another display hack from the naster hinself....Author: Leo Schwab 


Another display hack from the master hirself....Author: Leo Schwab 
Provides an easy way to change soge common printer settings via a snal| 
windov with several gadgets. Binary only. 
A simple ray tracing program. It is capable of depicting up td 150 balls 
and a plane that {is covered with a nee of any bitmapped picture. 
SendPacket exagples frog disk 

nuaber 35, ASendPacket is an example Eee for sending multiple packets 
asynchronously to a dos handler, for those interested in a 
programs with asynchronous AmigaDos file 1/0. SendPacket is a genera 
pucpore subroutine to send AmigaDos packets. Includes source. 

gnall utillty for dumping screens. This one works like POPCLI and stays 


dormant unt{] you press Ctrl-Esc. Binary only. 
Version 1.02 of a shareware BBS system. Suggested sharevare donation {s 


$25. Binary only, 
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The following rertes vas recalyed recently by us from a company called HC Softvare 
Australia, whose address can be found below. This company seems to offer memory 
expansion at reasonable prices, but please note: ve have pai ther sean ROP tested the 


products, so meabers order at their own risk! - 


--— = ; -HARDHARE HOW AVAILABLE for the AHIGA 41000 


Dee 1987 ~=— 


He are pleased to offer the following products available exclusively 


through HC Software Australia at special prices only SRECUR our 


mail order service. 


‘ RRP 

°512k expansion memory ~ $470.00. 
1MB expansion memory ; £, 9590.00 7) 
2MB expansion memory . §940'.00 
Options :: 3 
-54B upgrade (to 1B) $120.00 
IMB upgrade (to 2HB) $350.00 
clock $95.00 
A/D converter ; $50.00 
Auto-Config : $60.00 


Payment by cheque,money order, COD $5 extra. 


. Special’ Price 


$460.00 


$570.00- 


$910.00 - 


$110.00 


§340.00 
$85.00 


$40.00 . 


, $50.00 


s 


payments to HC Software Australia, all shipments will commence from 


26-35-87 by return registered air mail. 


The memory expansion !s a complete pass thru’ plug-in-card in a matching 


colored metal case. The 1MB card is upgradable to 2HMB. 


be ordered with any module or upgraded later. 
512k can be upgraded to 1MB or 2MB. If you need 
more memory add more units. 


The options can 


For modules that do not have the Auto-config, add an Addmem statement 
to the startup sequence and the memory will be added, 
for some early software ‘that’ does not recognise expanded memory. 
sil instructions are included and a 6 months warranty is provided. 
Alt prices include sales tax, all options are user upgradable 
“Memory upgrades for the A500 will also be available shortly. 


this is handy 


The prices are for single orders only, larger orders attract discount, 


please phone for enquiries (08)42 8377. 


Geng Sox 8704 Adetafide South Auvstratt?a 
raonres (08) 22 83.7TT . 00.83 262 246 


THE AMIGAN APPRENTICE & JOURNETHAN 
Is the official bi-monthly newsletter of "THE ANIGANS", a group which 


in the Interchange of useful {nforaation for the atte 
[f our members would like to join this aren (US 


age news 


2001 


é 


specializes 


34.00 annually) they should send 


a bankdraft to: The Aaigans, P.O. Box 411, Hatteras, N.C. 27943, USA, 
You will then receive six tines annually thelr 50 - 00 P letter. | 


feel that this is fairly expensive, consider that an annua 


useful {nforsation from the "A & J"! 
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ou 
sub to 'Amiga dot Lal 
would cost you every blt as auch, and you get a REN deal more {n the way of really 
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Comamodore. 





Commodore 


COMPUTER 


=~” 
~~ 


ing up with you. 


Keep 





